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ence over the weak-willed Tsar to draw Russia into a
defensive alliance with Germany. Russia would then get
her ally France to join it By thus associating the Triple
and Dual Alliances, he would form a league of the five great
Continental Powers. This would put an end to the danger
to Europe which existed from the antagonism of the two
groups. It would help to assure the peace of the world.
It would also be able to hold in check England's overweening
naval and colonial power. Incidentally, it would increase
his own prestige and influence, because Germany would be
the dominating member of the league. This dream perhaps
was fantastic and impossible of realization, but it formed
the burden of the interesting letters from "Willy" to
"Nicky" during the Russo-Japanese War.125 At last, for a
brief moment of ecstatic joy in July, 1905; it did seem about
to come true,
(a) THE KAISER'S BJORKQ POLICY
The Kaiser had been cruising in northern waters and
suddenly suggested to the Tsar that they meet on their
yachts at Bjorka The fact that France had just dropped
Delcasse, as we shall see later, and was inclined to accept
Germany's proposal for a Moroccan Conference, seemed to
indicate that France had abandoned hopes of revanche and
might at last be brought into more satisfactory relations
with Germany through the Tsar's influence. So the Kaiser
decided to take advantage of the Bjorko interview and of
125 Cf. my article, "The Kaiser's Secret Negotiations with the Tsar,
1904-05", in the Amer. Hist. Rev., XXIV, 48-72 (Oct., 1918). This may
now be supplemented by G.P,, XIX, passim (especially 435-528); A.
Izvolski, Memoirs, ch. ii; E. J. Dillon, The Eclipse of Russia, chs. xvi-xviii;
H. von Moltke, Erinnerungen, p. 325 ff.; Witte, Memoirs, pp. 415430; A.
Savinsky, "Guillaume II et la Russie", in Rev. des Deux Monies, Dee.,
1922, 765-802; the Russian documents in "Russko-gerraanskii dogovor 1905
goda, zakliuchennyi v Berke" [Russo-German treaty of 1905, concluded
at Bjorko], in Krasnyi Arkhiv, V, 5-49 (1924), also in German trans-
lation in K8F, II, 453-500 (Nov., 1924); and A. Savinsky, Recollections
of a Russian Diplomat, London, 1927. Oj. also Taube, pp. 45-84.